
LSU’s Army Reserve Officer Training Corps, or Tiger Battalion, is LSU’s oldest student organization on campus that offers students the opportunity to pursue a career in the U.S. military while earning their degrees. 
First-year cadet Thomas Brunetti, who is studying industrial engineering said the organization is more than the training they do, or the scholarships awarded but a pathway to personal growth and service. 
Army ROTC provides scholarships and financial help in exchange for service in the military, Brunetti said. Brunetti said he gives up his time to physically train and learn in a classroom with the intent to serve in the U.S. Army after graduation. 
 “I wrestled for 14 years; I knew coming to college I would need structure and routine to do well both mentally and in school.” Brunetti said. The discipline is something he’s used to, but the environment is not, “I feel like I’ve done so much growing in the past month. I’m handling my own finances and being treated like an adult for the first time.”
Each student in ROTC meets in their squad, which consists of about ten students, for lab once a week for three hours, Brunetti said. In the lab, cadets learn field work skills such as land navigation, how to use a compass and how to treat wounded soldiers. Mandatory physical training takes place every Monday, Tuesday and Thursday with optional training on Wednesdays. In PT, cadets meet with the entire platoon, consisting of around 200 people, Brunetti said. 
Second-year cadet Addisyn Roseberry said the training and lab work helps her to approach challenges outside ROTC.
 “I do love the physical aspect of it, but it helps with my mental discipline as well,” Roseberry said. She said a lot of people are hesitant about joining because they think the time commitment would affect their schoolwork, but the most important thing she’s learned has been time management, which helped her grades.
Students involved in ROTC are encouraged to participate in events around campus and are sometimes even celebrated for their work, Roseberry said. There are smaller ways to get involved like handing out flyers, answering questions at booths outside the student union and going to local high schools to interact with their junior ROTC programs, she said.
The most fun event, Roseberry said, is the military ball, which is a banquet that highlights achievements and awards for the students at the end of the school year. Roseberry also worked at a football game doing field security once, which ROTC students can volunteer to do, she said. 
Brunetti said the most recent event was the annual 9/11 stair climb at Tiger Stadium. He said the stair climb is held each year to honor those who lost their lives on Sept. 11, 2001, each participant climbs 2,2000 stairs. 
“The stair climb wasn’t mandatory, but it was a privilege to be able to do it,” Brunetti said, “It was a nice reminder that I’m doing something for a greater cause, and I feel good about it.” 


Get Involved
The Military Science Building is located at 106 Military Science Building, S Stadium Dr, Baton Rouge, LA.
Either talk to a representative about the required classes and what ROTC entails or ask your LSU Academic counselor how to add ROTC classes to your schedule 
Visit the LSU Army ROTC webpage for more information: https://lsu.edu/hss/milsci/index.php 


Thomas Brunetti: 908-797-7550
Addisyn Roseberry: 225-325-9996

